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When we added past graduates, we have 115 people who have signed up and received the training for the 

Estero Bay Community Response Team (CERT) and are potential team members.  On Tuesday, May 13th, 

about 30 members of the Estero Bay CERT attended a meeting that was held at the Morro Bay Fire Station.  

During this meeting quite a bit was accomplished in organizing the Team structure and establishment of work 

groups.  The organization chart was disseminated to the CERT members via email.  If you did not receive this 

email with attachment,  please contact Bob at: bobnfc@sbcglobal.net, as we may have your email address 

incorrect. 
 

The Team ID cards with pictures were ordered for the members in attendance.  Every member will receive a 

pictured ID card so they will have easy access to an emergency site.  The CERT Trailers have been delivered, 

they are being taken over for signage; we await delivery of equipment; when it arrives, a work day will be 

scheduled to install the equipment. 
 

Acronyms were defined for the different areas of Estero Bay: MRB—Morro Bay; CAY—Cayucos; SBY—Los 

Osos.  Standardization and language for proper communication across the board. 
 

The next meeting will be held: 
 

Date:  June 17, 2014 

Time:  7:00—8:30 p.m. 

Location:  CAL Fire—South Bay Training Center 

   800 Manzanita, Los Osos, CA 

Directions:  From Los Osos Valley Road, west bound, to Palisades (signal at the Community Center) turn left, 

go 1 block to Manzanita, turn left into Training Center parking lot. (The old Sunnyside School) 
This training session will focus on hands on CPR, Automatic External Defibrillators, Pandemic & Infectious 

Disease Control. 

 

Update behind the scenes: 

 The training group met over Memorial Day weekend and is preparing a “Training Needs Survey,” which 

will result in a training schedule for the year.  Standby for the survey. 

 Bob & Jeff are working on “Standard Operation Procedures & Activation Policies.” 

 A group of folks are working on a contact List and contact process; a website, and a common e-mail for 

Estero Bay CERT. 

 An application for recognition of the team by FEMA has been approved and forwarded to the State of 

California for approval. 

Clear Space  Around Your Res idences —Wild  land Fire  Safety  

We’ve Come Together. . .Notes  from Bob Neumann  

Clear a 30 to 100-foot safety zone around your home.  Prepare your home before 

wildfires strikes: 

~ Rake leaves, dead limbs and twigs.  Clear all flammable vegetation.   

~ Remove leaves and rubbish from under structures. 

~ Thin a 15-foot space between tree crowns, and remove limbs within 15 feet of ground. 

~ Remove dead branches that extend over the roof.  Clean gutters from debris. 

~ Prune tree branches and shrubs within 15 feet of a stovepipe or chimney outlet. 

Visit www.usfa.fema.gov for further information on how you can help prevent potential risks of fire 

and disasters.  Fire is Everyone’s Fight protect yourself. 
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Fire is EVERYONE’S Fight! 

Clear Space  Around Your Res idences —  

Wi ld  land Fire  Sa fety T ips . . . cont inued  

~ When a brush fire threatens, 

place all ladders against the street 

side of your home so any who 

stops by to help can see them. 

~ Stack firewood and scrap wood 

piles at least 30 feet away from 

structures & clear flammable 

vegetation within 10 feet of the 

wood piles. 

~ Clearly mark all emergency 

water sources and maintain easy 

firefighter access. 

~ If your water comes from a well, 

consider an emergency generator 

to operate the pump during power 

failures 

~ Make sure that any road leading 

up to your house allows two-way 

traffic, that is not too steep and 

does not have curves too sharp to 

accommodate large emergency 

vehicles. 

~ Your house address and street 

name should be printed in 

numbers and letters that are at 

least four (4) inches tall, on a 

contrasting color background.  

They should be visible from all 

directions of travel. 

~ Store at least a three-day supply 

of drinking water and food that 

does not require refrigeration and 

generally does not need cooking.  

Include water for any pet as well. 

~ Store fist aid supplies, portable 

radio, flashlight, emergency 

cooking equipment, portable 

lanterns and batteries. 

~ Prepare a list of valuables to take 

with you in case of an evacuation.  

If possible have them stored in one 

place to save time. 

~ Pre-plan all escape routes from 

your home and neighborhood. 

~ Designate one person to make 

contact with family members 

outside of area. 

~ DO NOT FORGET YOUR PET! 

Things to remember in your home, in the case of a fire, have a 

plan.  Have a fire escape plan that you practice with your family 

on a regular basis. The best way to survive fire, is to prevent it 

from ever happening.  But if it can't be prevented, then you are  

going to make sure that you avoid it by getting out of the house, 

with a good fire escape plan.  Discuss and practice with your fam-

ily about the Fire Escape Plan.  Have practice drills so if you are 

caught in a fire situation, there is a location identified where all 

members of the family can meet.  

Know where the exits are, know where a backup exit is, make 

sure to stay low, that's where the good air is going to be.  Feel 

doors with the back of your hands, before you open them, and 

close them when you're not using them. That will keep the fire 

from spreading.  

Other things in the house that can cause fires are things like, 

frayed electrical, or extension chords. Candles that are left burn-

ing or unattended for a long period of time.  Make sure we're 

checking those extension chords, make sure you're blowing out 

candles when you leave a room. Do not leave a candle unattended.  

Check the batteries in your smoke detectors, early detection is 

going to save a lot of homes from being destroyed by fire. You 

should change your batteries in your smoke detectors, twice a 

year, when you change your clocks, change your batteries. Make 

sure then to test that smoke detector and make sure that it's 

working properly.  

 

The kitchen is a place where a lot of fires occur.  Make sure that 

when you're cooking in the kitchen, there's nothing around the 

stove that's going to catch on fire.  Make sure if you're using your 

microwave, that you're using it properly.  Do not put things like 

metal in the microwave, that could cause sparks and then, ignite 

things and start a fire in the kitchen.  

Make sure things like toasters are working properly.  If your 

toaster doesn't pop up automatically, that toast can actually start 

on fire. Which then, will catch your cabinets on fire. and before 

you know, it, your whole house is gone. This stuff seems like 

common sense.  But it's only common sense, if it's common to 

you.  

Make sure for dryers, hot water heaters, you are checking those 

things for gas leaks.  Dryers, keep the vents clean.  Probably a 

good idea, not to run those things when we're not home, too. 

Each year about 150 people are killed and $200 million in proper-

ty is destroyed in fires attributed to children playing with fire.  

Children make up 15-20% of all fire deaths.  Keep matches locked 

up and away from little fingers. 

Remember, we're talking about early detection here to help  

prevent destruction and disaster by fire! 
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