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CERT Team, we have come a long way over the past several months and here is a brief update: 

 June 17th training meeting was well attended (30+).  Guest Speakers on Infectious Disease Control and a 

hands-on training for CPR provided valuable information to assist us in our learning curve. 

 Standard Operations Procedures (SOP’s) have been created and posted on our website: http://

esterobaycert.com and I urge each member of our CERT Team to read and review this document, if 

you have any questions or do not understand please contact me.  

 CERT Team Training & Meeting Calendar also resides on the Estero Bay CERT Team website.  Cindy 

Betonte created and currently maintains the website; excellent job Cindy.  Please check this for updates to 

our training/meetings sessions and any changes in dates and times. 

 August 5th “National Nights Out” one of our new CERT Trailer was on display and viewed by attendees. 

at this event.  We were able to sign up 10 folks for our winter CERT Class. 

 CERT Team members volunteered to put shelving in our trailers and pictures accompany this newsletter. 

 August 19th training session at the Cayucos Elementary School and 25 members of our team had a first-

glance at the CERT Emergency Response trailers and contents inside.  We will repeat the trailer review at 

our next training session so everyone will have a chance to become familiar with the unites.  Members 

received preliminary training on the use of Situation Reporting Forms.  

 Next CERT Trainings are: October 21, 2014—Damage Reporting & training on the Use of Handheld 

Radios; December 16, 2014—Holiday Social Potluck and training on Home Safety & Preparedness. 

Location of these two trainings TBD. 

 The recent Napa Valley earthquake struck in an area with similar demographics to SLO County.  The area 

hospitals reported about 170 visits to the emergency rooms.  70% of the injuries were glass cuts to both 

feet and hands.  Remember to keep a pair of shoes near your bed and wear your gloves.  Check-out the 

website for the Red Cross Earthquake Preparedness — http://www.redcross.org/prepare/disaster/

earthquake there is very interesting information that can help you survive this disaster and protect your 

family and neighbors. 

 Our next CERT Class is scheduled to start on January 6, 2015 at the Morro Bay Fire Station.  Pass the 

word to any friends or neighbors you think may be interested in joining our team.  We will be positing a 

full flyer on our website. 

 

HELP WANTED:  On Saturday, September 13, 2014 we will make the final additions to the two new CERT 

Trailers.  It would be great if 4—5 folks could join me at 1698 Nipomo, Los Osos, at 9:00 a.m. to make the final 

additions and complete an inventory.  Please contact me by email at: bobnfc@sbcglobal.net if you can help out.  

Have Home Ready In  Case  Disaster  Str ikes !  

Notes  f rom Bob Neumann  

Disaster can strike anytime and anywhere.  We are not just talking about fires, 

earthquakes, floods, or landslides, we are also talking about the possibility of a 

someone breaking into your residence.  Be prepared for all financial emergencies...take 

a video of the contents in your home, use your cell phone, iPad, or camera...document every 

important piece of art, furniture, equipment, jewelry so that you are able to provide your insurance 

carrier with documentation that these items were owned by you and your family.  Plus it also will 

help the police department locate your stolen property. 

Have a “Family Plan”  — Sit down with members of your family and create an Emergency-response 

plan.  Designate a location where you all will meet in case you are displaced from your home. 
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As of June ‘14 CAL FIRE has 

responded to over 2,500 wild 

land fires this year! 

Visit their website at: 

www.calfire.ca.gov for updates and 

other important information. 

Have Home Ready In  Case  Disaster  Str ikes ! . . .cont inued  

People play a critical role in recognizing signs of a gas leak.  Leak-

ing gas from an appliance, damaged pipeline or gas meter could 

cause a fire, explosion, property damage or serious bodily injury.  

Be alert to signs you may see, hear or smell when there is a gas 

leak.  If you... 

A damaged connection to a gas appliance; dirt or water 

being blown in the air; dead or dying vegetation (in an 

otherwise moist area) over or near pipeline areas; a fire 

or explosion near a pipeline; exposed pipeline after an 

earthquake, fire, flood or other disaster. 

 

An unusual sound, such as a hissing, whistling or roaring      

sound near a pipeline. 

 

 

The distinctive odor of natural gas.  (Some people may not 

be able to smell the odor because have a diminished sense 

of smell, olfactory fatigue [normal, temporary inability to 

distinguish an odor after prolonged exposure to it] or the 

odor is being masked or hidden by other odors that are 

present, such as cooking, damp musty or chemical odors.  In addition, 

certain conditions in pipes and soil can cause odor fade—the loss of 

odorant so that it is not detectable by smell.) 

If you suspect signs of a natural gas leak, follow these important 

steps: 

 Remain Calm. 

 Do not light a match, candle or cigarette. 

 Do not turn electric appliances or lights on or off or use any 

device that could cause a spark.  NOTE: gas leaking from a 

plastic pipe can create static electricity that can ignite the gas. 

 Immediately evacuate the area and from a safe location, call 

911 or SDG&E at 1.800.411.7343.  

For more information on pipeline safety, visit sdge.com/

pipelinesafety. 

Call 811 before you dig — it is FREE 

Pipelines may be located anywhere, including under streets, side-

walks and your home, possibly just inches below the surface.  

Excavation, demolition and other forms of digging are a major 

cause of pipeline damage.  Any type of digging whether it be in the 

garden, trenching be safe and call the Underground Service Alert 

(USA) at 811, at least two business days before you dig to have 

the locations of buried utility-owned pipelines marked. 

If you are worried about major pipelines near you, to view maps 

and identify the approximate locations of major natural gas pipe-

lines in your area, visit sdge.com/pipelinemap for the National 

Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS) website at 

www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov.  These maps only indicate the general 

location of pipelines and should NEVER be used as a substitute 

for call 811! 
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Once you have documents the valuables 

in your home, upload the information 

to the iCloud, or save the files on a disk 

drive, or thumbnail drive and store in a 

safe place; either safe deposit box or 

mail to a family member to hold for you 

in case of an emergency. 

On the Ready.gov website there are 

simple wallet-sized cards that you can 

fill out for each member of your family 

listing emergency contacts for neigh-

bors, an out-of-town contact and the 

family’s designated meeting place in case 

of an emergency and the family is sepa-

rated in some way. 

Emergency preparedness is important 

and one should have an Emergency 

Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK) pre-

pared.  No matter what the state of 

your financial situation is, the EFFAK is 

essentially one place where you assem-

ble a copy of all your pertinent financial 

documents. 

The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency website, www.FEMA.gov has an 

official EFFAK list of essential financial 

documents that should be included: 

home mortgages or property records, 

bank accounts, power of attorney 

forms, divorce/marriage/birth/death 

certificates, passports, insurance poli-

cies and credit card accounts.  A simple 

binder filled with copies of these docu-

ments and place the originals in a safe 

deposit bank or secured vault.  Create a 

binder that is easy to grab as a part of 

the documents you need to take with 

you during an disaster or evacuation.  

Made a duplicate copy of the binder and 

forward to a family member for safe 

keeping.   

When you are faced with an evacuation, 

create a check-list of the important 

objects/documents for example:  grab 

your computer/laptop, cell phone, bank 

checks, important documents, medica-

tions, jewelry, you will never know how 

long you will need to be away from 

your residence.   You want to have the 

ability to function as normal as you can 

during the evacuation period and if 

necessary have proof in hand in case of 

total loss! 

DO NOT FORGET 

YOUR PET!!! 
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