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Hello Team, where has time flown? 

 

In January we graduated two CERT training sessions, one from Cambria and the other from 

Estero Bay adding 27 new members...our team is growing! 

 

ID card pictures were taken at the February 17th meeting.  Discuss with  me any make-up 

pictures required for our ID badges. 

 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, April 21, 2015—in the Morro Bay Fire Station, at this 

meeting we will be concentrating the training on our skill sets that we will be utilizing in 

May, because Jeff Jones and Chief Knuckles are planning a CERT Team field exercise for a 

yet undetermined date in that month.; further details will be forthcoming.  My suggestion is 

to open the manual and refresh yourself on some of the procedures we have learned in our 

training sessions. 

 

If anyone from our team has requirements for CERT equipment, please contact me via 

email as I will be placing the orders shortly. 

 

This is a critical time for all of California, especially the Central Coast, we are still in severe 

drought conditions.  The record warm temperatures this past February and March will 

undoubtedly lead to an early start of the fire season...Team members that live in the wild 

land fire interface areas should plan on getting weed abatement and set up wild fire 

precautions by May 1st!   

Thanks Estero Bay CERT Team! 

How Severe  I s  Our Drought?  

Notes  f rom Bob Neumann  

With California facing one of the most severe droughts on record, Governor Brown declared a 

drought State of Emergency in January and directed state officials to take all necessary actions to 

prepare for water shortages. The state has continued to lead the way to make sure California is able 

to cope with an unprecedented drought. 

On Friday, March 27, 2015, Governor Jerry Brown signed a $1 Billion Emergency Drought Package 

Press Release...SACRAMENTO – Moving swiftly to help communities cope with California’s 

devastating drought and the ongoing effects of climate change, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. today 

signed emergency legislation – AB 91 and AB 92 – that fast-tracks more than $1 billion in funding for 

drought relief and critical water infrastructure projects utmost to conserve water.” 

For the full Press Release, visit www.ca.gov/drought/topstory 
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Emergency Conservat ion Regulat ions  

An earthquake is a very destructive natural disaster, particularly in the 

Pacific Rim region.  In fact, scientists now believe that CA is long over-

due for a massive earthquake along the San Andreas fault, with a  

magnitude of up to 8.0.  

Our CERT Training Manual provides important information on how to 

prepare...Make a Plan, Build an Emergency Survival Kit...give some 

thought to some pre-planning you can accomplish around your own 

residence.: 

~ Fasten all shelves securely to the walls. 

~ Install shatter-safe window films to protect from breaking glass, 

in a pinch put masking tape diagonally across the windows to help 

the glass from shattering. 

~ Use brackets to attach wall units, bookcases, and other tall  

furniture to wall studs.  Standard steel brackets are fine and easy 

to apply. 

~  Place large, heavy objects on the lower shelves or on the floor. 

~  Use some non-slips mats to prevent heavy objects, or objects 

with a low center of gravity, from sliding.  I.E. fish bowls, vases, 

floral arrangements., etc. 

~ Use an invisible nylon cord to secure tall, heavy items that can 

topple over to the wall.  Place an eye screw in the wall, and tie 

the thread around the large object and attach to the eye screw. 

~ Place breakable items (bottles, glass, china, etc.) in closed cabi-

net that have latches.  Lock or latch them up so that the doors do 

not fly open. 

~ Heavy pictures, light fixtures, and mirrors should be hung away 

from beds, couches, and anywhere that someone might sit.     

Conventional picture hooks will not hold pictures during an 

earthquake, but they are an easy to fix — simply push the hook 

closed, or use a filler material to fill the gap between the hook 

and its backing.  Use strong hooks and strong wire to hang pic-

tures etc. 

~If you have any deep cracks in the ceiling or foundations, repair 

these immediately. 

~ Evaluate your electrical wiring, electrical appliances, and gas 

connections.  Do any repairs necessary.  During an earthquake 

faulty fittings and wiring can become a potential fire hazard. 

~ Overhead light fixtures should be braced to prevent them from 

falling. 

~  Fires after an earthquake can cause as much, if not more, dam-

age than the earthquake.  Store flammable products in closed cab-

inets with latches on the bottom shelf.  Attach propane  

bottles to the wall to prevent them  from toppling over; have 

flexible fittings placed on your gas pipes.  A professional plumber 

will need to do this.  It is also a good idea to have flexible fittings 

on your water pipes...have these fixed at the same time. 

~ If your house has a chimney, this can be a source of injury if it 

topples during an earthquake.  Secure it to the walls of the house 

using galvanized metal angles and bands at the top, ceiling line, and 

base.  The angles can be bolted to the walls and ceiling joists or 

rafters if you have cladding on the house.  For the part of the 

chimney sitting above the roof-line, brace it to the roof. 

If you go to www.earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map 

You will obtain the latest information by region, California, Faults, 

etc. 

Are You Prepared for an EARTHQUAKE?Are You Prepared for an EARTHQUAKE?Are You Prepared for an EARTHQUAKE?    

What is prohibited for EVERY-

ONE! 

 Using potable water to wash 

 sidewalks & driveways. 

 Runoff when irrigating with 

potable water. 

 Using hoses with no shutoff 

nozzles to wash cars, trucks. 

 Using potable water in decorative 

water features that do not 

recirculate the water. 

 Using outdoor irrigation during 

and 48 hours following measurable 

precipitation. 

 

 

How can you HELP? 

 Reduce watering of lawns and 

outdoor plants to once a week or 

less. 

 If you do water outdoor plants, 

water only in the early morning 

or evening hours. 

 Stop hosing down sidewalks and 

driveways. 

 Turn off fofundtains and consider 

draining or stop using residential 

pools. 

 Keep showers under five minutes, 

turn off faucet when brushing 

teeth, capture reuse cold water 

that runs while you are warming 

it up. 

 Only run full loads of laundry and 

dishes in the dishwasher. 

 Take your care to a carwash that 

recycles water.  Let the car get 

dirtier than usual. 

 Fix leaky outdoor plumbing like 

hose bibs and sprinklers.  That 

running toilet or leaky faucet is 

wasting up to a hundred gallons of 

water or  more a week.  Fix it or 

turn it off until it is fixed. 

Go to: http:/saveourh20.org for more 

tips and info on how much water we 

waste without knowing it and ways to 

fix that.   
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